
Suzanne currently serves 

on the National 4-H Engi-

neering Challenge Steering 

Committee.   

     Getting this program 

started in your county can 

have multiple benefits: not 

only does it attract a new 

set of clientele that you 

may not be reaching, but 

it is an opportunity to at-

tract new volunteers who 

use GPS either for their 

job or for recreation.   

     Want to reach a new 

audience in your county 

or be more involved in 

the 4-H SET National Ini-

tiative?  Well, here’s your 

opportunity!  There will 

be an in-service training 

for faculty, program assis-

tants and volunteers on 

how to get started in the 

4-H GPS/GIS project.  The 

training will be in Defuniak 

Springs at the Walton 

County Extension Office, 

on January 16th, from 

9:30AM-2PM.   

     Suzanne Wilson, who 

has been involved in this 

program for the last 4 

years, will be teaching the 

training.  Suzanne got in-

volved in GPS/GIS tech-

nology while serving on 

the CCS Curriculum De-

velopment team.     

     Her GPS/GIS program 

has helped community 

professionals see that they 

need to be involved if they 

want to recruit future em-

ployees.   

 

Get “Technical” with 4-H GPS/GIS Training!  

Multi-State Update 

     Save the dates– March 

10-12th for our 4-H/FCS 

Multi-State Meeting in Pa-

nama City.  The meeting 

will be held once again at 

the Majestic Beach Resort, 

Panama City Beach FL 

www.majesticbeachresort.

com. 

     Why multi-state?  It is 

an opportunity to net-

work with agents from 

other states, share pro-

grams, and work together 

on future programs.  Multi

-state is also linked to 

Federal funding for Exten-

sion, so it is important to 

all of us.  Look for regis-

tration details in next 

month’s newsletter!   
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“The most significant 

impact this program has 

had on my county 

program is introducing 

youth to a new career 

opportunity.  Youth are 

excited that they can have 

a job doing something that 

is so much fun.”   

~ Suzanne Wilson 

http://www.majesticbeachresort.com
http://www.majesticbeachresort.com


     It’s never too early to 

begin thinking about your 

next promotion!  Publish-

ing and presenting at 

state and national confer-

ences is a big part of the 

process, so schedule 

some time on your calen-

dar for submitting a pro-

posal for at least one of 

the following: 

NAE4-HA– Dead-

line to submit an ab-

stract for a poster or 

seminar is January 

15th.  Proposals are 

submitted online at: 

http://georgia4h.org/

nae4hacallforpropos-

als/login/login.cfm 

Florida 4-H Volun-

teer Leader’s Fo-

rum– Deadline to 

submit proposals for 

workshops is January 

9th. 

4-H State Con-

gress– look for 

workshop proposals 

in March.   

EPAF– Abstracts are 

due in June.  Look for 

a call for proposals 

this spring.   

NW District Vol-

unteer Forum– 

Look for a call for 

workshop proposals 

this summer.   

Rock Eagle Volun-

teer Forum– call 

for workshop pro-

posals is usually in 

March or April.   

External Funding: 

Christopher Columbus 

Awards: Innovation Gen-

eration.  This grant pro-

gram combines science 

and technology with com-

munity problem solving. 

Middle school age youth 

work in teams with the 

help of an adult coach to 

identify an issue they care 

about and, using science 

and technology, work 

with experts, conduct 

Internal Funding: 

Florida 4-H Foundation: 

Energizing Florida 4-H.  

The foundation is accept-

ing proposals that sup-

port multi-county, district 

and state programming 

for up to $3,500.00.  Pro-

posals are due January 

12th, 5PM Eastern.  Ap-

plications can be found at: 

h t t p : / / f l o r i d a4h .o rg /

foundation/.   

 

research, and put their 

ideas to the test to de-

velop an innovative solu-

tion. Maximum award:  

$25, 000 and an all-

expense-paid trip to Walt 

Disney World to attend 

the program's National 

Championship Week.   

Deadline: Feb. 9, 2009. 

For more information, 

v i s i t :  h t t p : / /

www.christophercolumbu

sawards.com/  

 

You CAN Publish and Present! 

Grant Opportunities for 4-H Programs 

4-H Online Updates 

should be very valuable 

to whomever is responsi-

ble for inputting your 

county’s data.  Sessions 

will be available via poly-

com, from 11AM-12PM 

Eastern Time.    Here are 

the dates for 2009: 

January 21st 

February 18th 

March 18th 

April 15th 

May 20th 

June 17th 

On the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month, the RSA’s 

will be offering 1-hour 

sessions to update faculty 

or staff on the 4-H 

Online system.  As this 

program is still a work in 

progress, these updates 
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“Publishing and 

presenting at state 

and national 

conferences is 

important for 

tenure and 

promotion, so 

schedule some time 

NOW on your 

calendar for 

submitting a 

proposal” 

http://www.christophercolumbusawards.com/
http://www.christophercolumbusawards.com/
http://www.christophercolumbusawards.com/


     Turning Point is a tool 

that can be used during 

PowerPoint trainings to 

poll your audience and 

get feedback.  Jennifer 

Heady, 4-H Agent in 

Okaloosa County, and 

Elaine Courtney, FCS 

Agent in Okaloosa 

County, have been using  

this technology in their 4-

H Money Adventures pro-
grams as end of program 
surveys.  They have also 
used it in their Teen and 
Money Focus groups, a 
research project to deter-

mine the financial educa-
tion needs of teens and 
their parents.  “The kids 
love the technology.  It's 
easy to use and lots of 
fun for the kids - also, it 
does a lot of the "math" 
work for you!”  says Jen-
nifer.   
     If you would like to 
learn how to incorporate 
this technology into your 
county programs, then 
plan on attending one of 
the Turning Point Train-
ings offered by Louise 
Ryan, our IT Specialist.  
The dates for 2009 are: 

January 15th– Jack-
son County Extension 
Office, 9-11AM Cen-
tral 

February 17th– Wa-
kulla County Exten-
sion Office, 9-11 
Eastern 

February 18th– Oka-
loosa County Exten-
sion Office, 1-3PM 
Central.   

    All FNEP counties re-
ceived a set of the hard-
ware, and there are sev-
eral sets in the district 
office.   A new hardware 
kit costs about $1,150.00. 

then they need to con-

duct “All Reasonable Ef-

forts.”  A helpful work-

sheet for clubs needing to 

conduct All Reasonable 

Efforts, as well as a sam-

ple letter to club leaders  

is posted on our NW 4-

H PIT SharePoint Site.       

     Affirmative Action 

reports are due in March 

to the state office.  That 

deadline will be here be-

fore you know it, so Janu-

ary is usually a good time 

to start preparing and 

making sure that if your 

clubs are not in parity, 

     You do not have to 

submit these forms to the 

state office, but you defi-

nitely will want to keep 

them in your affirmative 

action files.  Remem-

ber, if you are audited, 

you will need docu-

mentation!   

Techie Tool of the Month– Turning Point 

Preparing for Affirmative Action Reports 

4-H Club EIN FAQ’s 

leader does not want 

to use his/her social 

security number to 

get an EIN online? 

Then submit a hard copy to 

IRS without the social secu-

rity number.  It will take 6-8 

weeks.  

If my club accounts 

are run through a 

county 4-H account, 

do I have to submit 

EIN information? 

Yes– submit the EIN num-

ber, address, and name of 

account  for your county, 

and make a note that your 

club accounts are run 

through this one umbrella 

account. 

For more EIN FAQ’s, 

visit our Northwest 

District 4-H PIT Share 

Point site. 

Any club or county using 

the 4-H Name to raise 

funds, open a bank ac-

count, or apply for state 

sales tax exemption must 

supply EIN information to 

the State 4-H Office.  

This information is then 

forwarded to the Na-

tional 4-H headquarters.  

National 4-H coordinates 

this information with IRS.   

What if my club 
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“The kids love the 

technology.  It's 

easy to use and lots 

of fun for the kids - 

also, it does a lot of 

the "math" work for 

you!”   

~ Jennifer Heady 



Contact Info: 

Marianna Office 

3925 HWY 71 

Marianna, FL 32446-

7906 

Cell– 850-209-5156 

Fax– 850-482-9917 

 

Quincy Office 

155 Research Road 

Quincy, FL 32351-5677 

Phone– 850-875-7111 

Fax– 850-875-7188 

 
 

Happy New Year!  Each month, I would like to highlight a program of inter-

est to our district.  Please share your ideas and tips for making the best bet-

ter.  Any educational articles you submit can be part of your annual ROA, 

under “Newsletters, edited.”  Deadline for February articles is January 26th.  

We also need to include any dates for 4-H events that are district-wide, as 

well as district agent’s meetings.  I am interested in your constructive feedback 

for suggestions to  make this newsletter something that is practical and helpful to 

you! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Regional Specialized 4-H Agent, Northwest Extension District 

hckent@ufl.edu 

A Newsletter for 

4-H Faculty in the 

Northwest District 

Learning by Doing 

January 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

    1 

Happy New Year! 

(offices closed) 

2 

 

   (offices closed) 

3 

4 5 6 District III 

Agent’s Meeting, 

10AM Eastern, 

Polycom 

7  4-H PIT  

Polycom Meeting 

8 9 10  District Horse 

Judging Clinic, 

Quincy 

11 12 District III– Ag 

Adventures Meet-

ing, 10AM, Qunicy 

13 14 15  Turning Point 

Training, Jackson 

County Ext.  9-

11AM Central 

16 
GPS/GIS In-

service, DeFuniak 

Springs, 9:30AM 

17  Counselor 

Certification 

Weekend, Camp 

Timpoochee 

18  Counselor 

Certification 

Weekend, Camp 

Timpoochee 

19  

MLK DAY 

(offices closed) 

20  Camp Cherry 

Lake Advisory 

Meeting 

21 
4-H Online Update 

Polycom, 11AM 

Eastern 

22  Camp Tim-

poochee Advisory 

Committee  

Polycom, 10AM 

23 24 

25 26 27 28  NW District 

Stakeholder’s 

Meeting, 9AM 

29 30 31 


