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"Climate is what we expect, weather iswhat we get.”
Mark Twain

Remember the weather last year? The fall and winter of
2009 was one of the rainiest on record and had serious
impacts on winter crops. Well asis now painfully evid-
ent, the fall and winter of 2010 is gearing up to be quite
dry as another La Ninaweather patternisforming. The
current drought is a serious cause for concern prompting
tough decisions as agricultural producers head into the
winter season. In thisissue of Panhandle Agriculture
read more about the predicted drought and pasture man-
agement considerations for the months ahead. Alsoin
thisissue are articles on testing for nematodes, the 2010
Outsanding Farm Families of the Y ear, an innovative ag-
ricultural marketing tool, forestry management, and
more. Thank you for taking time in your busy day to
look through this newsletter. If there is one thing we
wish you take from the following pages, it is the address
and phone of your local County Extension Agent. Uni-
versity of Florida IFAS Extension Agents can help you
find answers to questions on almost any topic.
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La Nifa May Impact your Winter
Pasture

Clyde Fraisse

Assistant Extension Scientist
University of Florida Agricultural and
Biological Engineering
cfraisse@ufl.edu

Doug Mayo

County Extension Director
Jackson County
demayo@ufl.edu

Drought conditions are a frequent occurrence in the
Southeast and can create a pasture and hay shortage
throughout the region, greatly impacting farm finances
and profit. Mild to moderate drought conditions have ex-
panded over the past month in areas across Georgia,
Alabama, and north Florida. Drynessis expected to in-
crease unless the region receives beneficial rains from
one or more tropical disturbances, such as atropical
storm or hurricane.

The recent establishment of La Nifia conditionsin the
equatorial Pacific Ocean may result in drier conditions
persisting through the winter months. The El Nifio-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phenomenon is the biggest
player in the game of year-to-year climate variability. El
Nifio and La Nifia events tend to develop during April-
June and tend to reach maximum strength during
December-February. Typically they persist for 9to 12
months. Ocean temperatures in the equatorial Pacific
Ocean have cooled very quickly in the last 3 months and

have now reached thresholds consistent with the La Nifia

phase (Sea surface temperatures more than 0.5 °C colder
than normal). By the end of August sea surface temper-
atures were at least 1°C colder than normal, and climato-
logists predict that La Nifia conditions will continue at
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least through early 2011.

LaNifa conditions usually bring warmer and drier
winter and spring seasons (November through March) to
Florida, central and lower Alabama and central and
southern Georgia.

LaNifiaeventsin 1999 and 2000 and in early 2006 were
associated with an increase in forest fires across Florida
and Georgia.

Success of winter pastures depends on rainfall. Thisis
especially true when overseeding. In central and south
peninsular Florida where the effects of El Nifio/La Nifia
are stronger, overseeding of cool-season annualsinto an
established grass sod often fails due to insufficient soil
moisture. This practice is generally not recommended
unlessirrigation is available as dry conditions can be ex-
acerbated during La Nifa seasons. Different growing
conditions caused by climate variability result in differ-
ent growth rates, forage accumulation and carrying capa-
city. Given the higher chances of adrier winter itisim-
portant to be prepared for balancing stocking rates with
the amount of forage available and purchase additional
feed supplement if necessary.
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Rainfall in the Southeast is on average 10-40% lower
than normal during La Nifia winters.

Based on the current dry conditions across parts of the
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Southeast and the probability of adry winter, the follow-
ing considerations should be made in regard to winter
pastures:

* Soil moisture at planting will be an important factor
for success, postpone planting if the soil isdry;

Plant in prepared seedbeds where chances of success
are higher, avoid overseeding;

Plant in best fields that typically hold moisture in the
winter;

Don't invest only in winter forage, save some dollars
for feed purchase;

Be prepared to reduce stocking rates and number of
grazing days with the expected reduced rainfall.

For more information about the potential effects of La
Nifia events on rainfall and temperature patterns in your
county, visit AgroClimate at http://www.agroclimate.org

Congratulate Our Local 2010
Outstanding Farm Families of the
Year!

Judy Ludlow
County Extension Director

Calhoun County
judy.ludlow@ufl.edu

Our careers as University of Florida, County Extension
Agents, are diverse, and one of the rewarding things
many of us do isassist in the selection of north Florida's
Outstanding Farm Family of the Year. The Florida Pan-
handle has arich farming history, and many counties
have been presenting this award to local families for
over 50 years. Each year, Farm Families are honored by
the North Florida Fair, and locally, by their communit-
ies, counties, Florida Farm Bureaus, and UF/IFAS Ex-
tension Offices. The Outstanding Farm Family of the
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Year Award is given to afamily whose pride, dedica-
tion, and commitment to farming, isaway of life. These
qualities are also reflected every day by their interac-
tions with family, community, and colleagues. Agricul-
tural producers who grow our food and fiber are more
than farmers; they are also by default, meteorologists,
economists, inventors, veterinarians, mechanics, ecolo-
gists, botanists, and biologists. Conducting the business
of farming is not easy. Join usin congratulating your
local 2010 Outstanding Farm Family of the Y ear!

One of our local Farm Families busy digging peanuts.
Photo Credits: Judy Ludlow

County 2010 Outstanding Farm Family

Bay The Marie Waller Lee Properties Family
Calhoun The Baggett Family

Escambia The Robert E. Godwin Family
Gadsden The Jerry Poppell Family

Gulf The James Rish Family

Holmes The Luke Langford Family

Jackson The R.A. Griffin Family

Jefferson The Golden Family

Leon The Ed & Carol Jacobsen Family
Okaloosa The Nick Marshall Family

Santa Rosa The John Salter Family

Wakulla The D.R. Vause Family

Washington The Philip & Jennifer Adkison Family
Walton The Bill & Missy Bolen Family
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Time to Sample for Nematodes

Mike Donahoe

County Extension Director
Santa Rosa County
mcd@ufl.edu

The end of the growing season iswhen “weak” areas are
usually most evident in crop fields. Affected areas are
often stunted, appear chlorotic, and perhaps “ cut-out” or
“dry down” prematurely. These symptoms may be
caused by various factors including poor fertility.
However, in many cases the symptoms are associated
with nematode damage. Symptoms of nematode damage
are often overlooked until they become widespread in a
field. Accurate diagnosis of nematode popul ations usu-
aly requires laboratory soil analysis. Soil tests can de-
termine the specific types and numbers of nematodes
present to help devel op management strategies.

The best time to sample for nematodesis just before, or
just after, harvest when populations are at their peak in
the soil. Nematode populations decline in late winter
through early spring and may not be detected during that
time. It is often useful to pull separate samples from both
problem and healthy areas of the same field to compare
the size of nematode populations. A nematode sample
should be prepared from a mixture of 10 to 20 “cores’ of
soil. Collect cores 8 to 10 inches deep in aregular pat-
tern over the area. Cores can be takes with a soil
sampling tube, trowel, or shovel. For best results, a
sample should represent no more than 10 acres. Thor-
oughly mix the soil cores and pour about one pint into a
sealed plastic bag. Include 1 to 2 cups of roots taken
from plantsin each core areaif possible. Seal the bag to
prevent the soil from drying out. Avoid sampling soil
that isvery dry or soggy wet. Do not allow the sample to
overheat or freeze before mailing. If you are storing the
sample for more than a day it is best to keep it refriger-
ated, but not frozen. Remember, nematodes are living
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animals so soil samples must be handled carefully to
have an accurate analysis.

Nematode sample mailing kits for the Florida Nematode
Assay Lab are available at County Extension Offices.
Cost per sample is $20.00 for each sample from Florida
and $25 for each sample from outside Florida. Assay
results are returned to the client within 10 working days
of receiving the sample. Agents also receive a copy of
results so we can discuss them with you if you need as-
sistance on management options.

Cotton field with severe infestation of reniform nemat-
odes.

Photo Credits: Mike Donahoe
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Agricultural Marketing Using the new
Market Maker System

Les Harrison

Extension Agent - Sustainable Agriculture
Leon County
harrisong@leoncountyfl.gov

Panhandle farmers and ranchers are noted for their pro-
duction expertise. If acrop can be grown here, itis
grown here. Evenif acrop has no historic base in north
Florida, local growers are testing production opportunit-
ies and in many cases succeeding.

Marketing that novel or common crop can be a problem.
Contemporary sales venues have replaced the time tested
auction barns and farmers’ wholesale markets. Time
and distance from a transaction site can make some com-
modities economically impractical in smaller volumes.

Finding the right buyer or a new customer is challen-
ging. Even inthe best of times, getting a customer will-
ing to pay the right price requires effort and more effort.
The current economy has ramped up the exertion re-
guirement.

The changing landscape of agricultural marketing op-
tionsintrigued Dr. Al Wysocki, Interim Associate Dean
& Associate Professor, UF/IFAS College of Agricultur-
al and Life Sciences.

“Surely,” he reasoned, “there must be away for Florida
producers large and small, irrespective of the crop, to
utilize current technology to reach more buyers.” He
found his answer in MarketM aker.

MarketMaker originated at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. It is an interactive nationwide map-
ping system that locates businesses and markets for agri-
cultural products, providing that all important link
between producers and consumers.
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The goal of MarketMaker is to make the site aresource
for al businessesin the food supply chain. Its useful-
nessin helping a grocery store find farm-fresh produce
itemsis an efficient way of helping a panhandle produ-
cer find a place to convert their harvest in to cash in the
bank.

Dr. Wysocki pursued various funding sources for the
programs startup cost. Some resources came though the
University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultur-
a Sciences (IFAS), and some arrived in the form of a
monetary grant through the USDA’s Specialty Crop
Block Grant program.
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The efforts of Dr. Wysocki and some Agriculture Exten-
sion Agentsis about to pay dividends. The computer
based MarketMaker program is about to be launched in
Florida.

Userswill find MarketMaker rich with demographic and
business data that the user can query. Details can be
summarized on a map to show concentrations of con-
sumer markets and strategic business partners.

Census datais also afeature of the site. For example, a
producer wanting to target Hispanic consumers can re-
guest a map showing the greatest concentration of upper-
income Hispanic households, then request a complete
demographic profile of those locations.

Naturally, when this type of serviceis offered, the ques-
tion that quickly comesup is, “What’s it going to cost
meto get accessto the site?” For the Florida farmer,
grower or rancher there is no charge to utilize the sites
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Services.

So hereis an chance to take agricultural marketing into
the 218t century. Take MarketMaker for atest drive.
See what opportunities await.

More information is available at your local Extension
Office or visit the MarketMaker site at:
http://fl.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/index.php

Control Understory Vegetation to
Enhance Pine Straw Yield

Pat Minogue

Extension Specidist, Forestry, Assistant
Professor

University of Florida North Florida
Research & Education Center, Quincy
pminogue@ufl.edu

Control Understory Vegetation to Enhance Pine Straw
Yield

For pine straw production, planted pines on old fields are
preferred over plantations on previously forested sites
because understory vegetation is not as limiting to rak-
ing and baling clean pine straw. Even so, inold field
plantations alarge part of the pine straw yield islost due
to grasses, vines, and hardwoods in the understory.
Grasses and vines make it difficult to rake straw and the
leaves of hardwood saplings and shrubs make it difficult
to collect clean straw. Controlling vegetation in the un-
derstory can double pine straw yields in weedy situ-
ations (1) and may also enhance timber production.

Backpack sprayers or ATV mounted boom-less spray-
ers and hand guns are often used to apply herbicides be-
low the pine canopy to enhance pine straw production in
established stands; but make sure herbicide sprays do not
contact the pine canopy or damage may result.

V egetation management recommendations to enhance
pine straw yields* (Table1.) Productslisted intheta
ble below are an example, other herbicide products con-
taining the same active ingredient (given in parenthesis)
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may also be used. For alist of registered productsin
Florida see (2).

* Always read and follow all pesticide label directions.

Controlling vegetation in the understory of planted pines,
such as this field, can double pine straw yields.

Photo Credits: Pat Minogue

1. Minogue, P. J,, H. K. Ober, and S. Rosenthal. 2007.
Overview of pine straw production in north Florida: Po-
tential revenues, fertilization practices, and vegetation
management recommendations. Univ. of Florida Co-
operative Extension Service Circular FOR125/FR180. 6
pp. http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR180

2. Osiecka, A., P. Minogue, Long, A., Nowak J., and
Mossler, M. 2009. Herbicides registered for pine plant-
ation management in Florida—2008. Univ. of Florida
Cooperative Extension Service Circular CIR1475/
FR158. 14 pp. http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR158

AgriVine
Iltems of Interest, Calendar of Events,
CEU Opportunities & More

Understanding Y our Beef Checkoff Program

The Beef Checkoff Program increases profit opportunit-
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Table 1. Vegetation management recommendations to enhance pine straw yields

Problem Vegetation

Suggested Herbicide Treatment Timing

Grasses and broadleaf weeds in the pine un- |Apply 1-2 quarts Accord® (glyphosate) per acre, broadcast BELOW
derstory PINE FOLAGE, or as a spot treatment using 1.5% Accord® in water.

Apply during periods of act-
ive growth, avoid rain.

Vines: greenbrier, trumpet creeper, Virginia Apply 2% Garlon® 4 (triclopyr ester) in water as a spot treatment.

creeper, etc.

Growing season

Sapling trees of upland species (oaks, sweet- |Apply 2% Accord® (glyphosate) plus 0.5% Arsenal® AC (imazapyr) as a | Growing season, best July -

gum, persimmon, cherry, sumac, sparkle-
berry, etc.)

spot treatment to the foliage of brush. mid Oct.

Shrubs of poorly drained sites (gallberry, fet- | Apply 2% Garlon®4 (triclopyr ester) plus 1% Chopper® (imazapyr) as a |Late growing season, Au-

terbush, staggerbush, bays, etc.)

directed spray to the foliage.

gust - October

iesfor producers by keeping beef top of mind with con-
sumers and purveyors, and by working to ensure a
wholesome, quality beef-eating experience every time.
Congress created the Beef Promotion and Research Act,
the “Beef Checkoff Program,” with passage of the 1985
Farm Bill. Producers approved making the Beef Check-
off Program mandatory in 1988, with 79 percent voting
in favor of it. Producers asked that the checkoff pro-
gram be built on these tenets:

« All producers and importers pay the equivalent of
$1/head each and every time a beef animal is sold
throughout its lifetime.

» One-half of the money collected by state beef coun-
cils— 50 cents of every dollar — isinvested through
the beef council in each state.

« All national checkoff-funded programs are budgeted
and evaluated by the Cattlemen’s Beef Board, a stand-
alone organization of checkoff-paying producer volun-
teers.

« Cattlemen’s Beef Board producer members are nomin-
ated by producer organizationsin their states and ap-
pointed by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.

Did you know the people responsible for making de-
cisions about your checkoff dollars at both the state and
national levels are producer volunteers? In fact, the pro-
cess for representation, by law, is designed to make sure
that producers — like you — are responsible for direct-
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ing, reviewing and approving how, when and where your
checkoff dollars are invested to help build beef demand.
These checkoff dollars are invested in promotion, re-
search, consumer information, industry information, and
foreign marketing. For more information contact the
Florida Beef Council, Producer Communications Flor-
idaBeef Council, P.O. Box 421929, Kissimmee, FL
34742-1929, Phone: (407) 846-4557, Website:
www.beef.org and The Beef Checkoff Program,
mybeefcheckoff.com

What is MaketM aker?

MarketMaker is a national marketing effort developed
by University of lllinois Extension in 2004. Itsgoal is
building an easily used electronic infrastructure to con-
nect food producing farmers with economically viable
markets. Florida has joined fourteen other statesin
launching this FREE online effort. IFAS/Extension and
UF s Office of Sustainability currently funds this pro-
gram. Visit http://fl.foodmarketmaker.com to see how
MarketMaker works. Contact your local Extension Ser-
vice to get more information and learn how to use Mar-
ketMaker to expand your farm or business opportunities.
MarketMaker is hosted, maintained and guided by a
University of Illinois Extension advisory board and
made up of representatives from participating partner
states, including Florida. MarketMaker is a partnership
of land grant institutions and many State Departments of
Agriculture. It offers a quality-driven food supply chains
supported by the most extensive collections of search-
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able food related data in the country. MarketMaker isa
user-friendly forum for businesses from farm-to-fork.
Demographic and business information is summarized
on amap showing concentrations of consumer markets
and strategic partners. For more information visit
http://fl.foodmarketmaker.com and also, read the article
by Les Harrison in thisissue of Panhandle Agriculture.

Laurel Wilt Disease

Laurel wilt isadeadly disease of redbay (Persea bor-
bonig) and other tree speciesin the Laurel family (Laur-
aceae). The disease is caused by afungus (Raffaelea
lauricolg) that is introduced into host trees by a non-nat-
ive insect, the redbay ambrosia beetle (Xyleborus glab-
ratus). Recently Laurel wilt disease and the associated
exotic redbay ambrosia beetle have been confirmed by
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices Division of Plant Industry as being established in
Bay County, FL. Thisisasignificant jump in the cur-
rent distribution of this devastating disease of redbay
trees and other hosts in the L auraceaefamily (avocado,
camphor, pondspice, sassafras and spicebush). For more
information please see:
http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/enpp/pathology/laurel_wi
[t_disease.ntml and for the current US distribution map:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/forestheal th/laurelwilt/dist_map.
shtml

USDA/FSA County Committee Elections Schedule 2010
FSA Countson You! Please Votel

e June 15, 2010, Nomination period begins. Forms are
available from your local FSA Office and online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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August 2, 2010, Last day to file nomination forms at
theloca FSA Office

November 5, 2010, Ballots mailed to eligible voters

December 6, 2010, Last day to return voted ballots to
the local FSA Office

January 1, 2011, Elected committee membersand a-
ternates take office

USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

The University of Florida
| FAS Extension Needs Youl!

The University of Florida|FAS Extension works
towards agricultural, environmental, and economic
sustainability in our rapidly growing state and
communities.

We accomplish this through research-based educational
programs, publications, and opportunities provided to
you locally.

Please consider donating to the UF IFAS County
Extension office in your county. Y our monetary gift is
greatly appreciated, and will be used to continue our
efforts at providing information and education you want
and need.

To find out more about making donations and
endowments to University of Florida IFAS Extension,
please contact your County Extension Agents listed
below, or Joe Mandernach, IFAS Devel opment Office,
at 352-392-5457, jmandern@ufl.edu.

Thank You!
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NW District Extension Offices

Contact us for More Information or if You Have Any Questions

Bay County

Marjorie Moore, Ph.D., CED,
mreem@ufl.edu

647 Jenks Ave., Suite A
Panama City, FL 32401-2660
(850) 784-6105

Calhoun County

Judy Ludlow, CED, judy.ludlow@ufl.edu
20816 Central Ave E.

Blountstown, FL 32424-2295

(850) 674-8323

Escambia County

Libbie Johnson, libbiej@ufl.edu
3740 Stefani Road
Cantonment, FL 32533-7792
(850) 475-5230

Franklin County

Bill Mahan, CED, bmahan@ufl.edu
66 4th Street

Apalachicola, FL 32320-1204
(850) 653-9337

Gadsden County

Henry Grant, CED, hgg@ufl.edu

Lester Muralles, FAMU, lesterm@ufl.edu
2140 West Jefferson Street

Quincy, FL 32351-1905

(850) 875-7255

Gulf County

Roy Carter, CED, rlcarter@ufl.edu
200 North 2nd Street
Wewahitchka, FL 32465-0250
(850) 639-3200

Holmes County

Shep Eubanks, CED, bigbuck@ufl.edu
1169 E. Highway 90

Bonifay, FL 32425-6012

(850) 547-1108

Jackson County

Doug Mayo, DED, demayo@ufl.edu
Charles Brasher, FAMU, clbrashe@ufl.edu
Clyde Smith, clydeipm@uifl.edu

2741 Pennsylvania Ave.

Marianna, FL 32448

(850) 482-9620
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Jefferson County

Jed Dillard, dillardjed@ufl.edu
275 North Mulberry Street
Monticello, FL 32344-2249
(850) 342-0187

Leon County

Les Harrison, harrisog@ufl.edu
615 Paul Russell Road
Tallahassee, FL 32301-7060
(850) 606-5203

Liberty County

Monica Brinkley, CED,
brinkley@ufl.edu

10405 NW Theo Jacobs Way
Bristol, FL 32321-0368

(850) 643-2229

Okaloosa County

Gerald R. Edmondson, CED,
bulldogl@ufl.edu

5479 Old Bethel Road
Crestview, FL 32536-5512
(850) 659-5850

Santa Rosa County

Michael Donahoe, CED,
MikeD@santarosa.fl.gov

John Atkins, srcextag@ufl.edu
6263 Dogwood Drive

Milton, FL 32570-3500

(850) 623-3868

Wakulla County

L. Scott Jackson, CED, Isj@ufl.edu

84 Cedar Avenue
Crawfordville, FL 32327-2063
(850) 926-3931

Walton County

Mike Goodchild, CED, mjgo@ufl.edu

732 N 9 Street Ste B
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433
(850) 892-8172

HOLMES

JACKSON

Washington County
Andy Andreasen, CED,

amajr@ufl.edu

1424 Jackson Avenue Ste A
Chipley, FL 32428-1602

(850) 638-6265
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